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Legal and Practical Solutions for the Expanding the Roles of Medical Support Staff Nurses

Choi, Su Jung' - Kim, Min Young®

'Graduate School of Clinical Nursing Science, Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul
’Health and Nursing Research Institute, College of Nursing, Jeju National University, Jeju, Korea

Purpose: Medical support staff nurses have traditionally performed various supportive tasks for physicians, often extending beyond stan-
dard nursing roles. Despite these long-standing practices, there is a notable lack of official recognition and legal protection for these ex-
panded responsibilities, leading to increasing legal concerns. Therefore, there is a need for proposing a rational solution to address these
issues. Methods: The number of medical support staff nurses is rising, particularly as they fill gaps left by the 2024 resident physician
strike, The study focuses on identifying potential challenges arising from this shift and developing strategic improvements to address these
challenges effectively. Results: This study proposed legally expanding the scope of nursing duties and creating a robust system for training
and certifying nurses to handle these responsibilities effectively, by integrating these roles within the advanced practice nurse (APN)
framework. Conclusion: Integrating these roles within the framework of APN can offer a sustainable and legally sound solution to the on-
going healthcare crisis, ensuring patient safety and safeguarding healthcare workers' legal rights.
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<As is> <To be>
Medical persons
as in medical Job H APN Educational Certificati
service act specic;Iities c:xﬁigﬁon? Degree Career preparation ee;:::q o
]
Erofessional Yes —
APN ) J;C;?‘ear??grt > Master Cer;?acr:;tuon R
MSSN higher) AN Total = 9 yr T APN
Clinical practice nurse resident level No (MSSN = 4 yr) 1
Physician assistant o et 1
Coordinator Lo Bachel r
Description nurse = Bachelor H |
Eductgtion nurse B : Master-level
ractice nurse
Intravenous therapy - ~ APN
nurse education
Wound-ostomy nurse RN
Etc.
RN Expanding
nursing scope
of gragtice)
Recurrent skill task B e o Depj;?é‘;? on
‘> Simpleskilltask =~ = @ F------mm e tn nelob ] P experience and
Simple description task EITATAL) education, RNs
can perform
specific tasks
APN = Advanced practice nurse; RN = Registered nurse; MSSN = Medical support staff nurse.
Figure 1. Credentials and special qualification acceptance criteria.
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